Scanned from the Jubilee Cookery Book compiled by the Women of the Upper Waitotara valley as a Souvenir of the Sixtieth Anniversary of the Upper valley Schools, Makakaho Junction (Marohema) and Taumatatahi.

The early settlers

By the year 1890 most of the more accessible land had been settled and intending settlers were forced to go further inland for farms. It was about this time that some of the Upper

Waitotara land was put on the market and the successful applicants began arriving before the road, a six foot track, had reached the fringe of the area. Until this road was completed

the river was the main highway, the earlier settlers arriving in canoes and boats. All heavy goods, for several years, also came by canoe until the road was widened.

At Kaimanuka, where the road reached the river after crossing the big hill, the McConachie family had a farm and also ran a boarding house and store for road workers. There was a Maori settlement across the river from here; also the biggest farm in the district at the time, Rimunui, twelve thousand acres until subdivided and managed by Charley Hobson.

On the road side of the river the next place, Marohema, was owned by the Cave brothers, who built the first woolshed in the district and which still stands in good order.

An Englishman, Reginald Hines, who later returned to England, owned the next place and quite close to this lived the Chesswas family. John Chesswas was both a carpenter and a

mill owner and consequently responsible for much of the building in the district.

The land nearer Ngamatapouri was owned by a man named Harte, but an old veteran of the Indian Mutiny, a man named Moon, lived there in a whare.

At Ngamatapouri, old Tom Skelley, an Irishman and Maori War veteran, lived on a four acre section and nearby was the local shop and Post Office. This was run by Jack Armstrong

who for a number of years had to pack all groceries for eleven miles and then distribute them in the same way.

Across the river from Ngamatapouri the land was taken Up by J.R. Annabell and his brother-in-law, George Braithwaite, a carpenter who built a house of which the outer walls were

mainly composed of clay. He, George Braithwaite, also planted a large orchard, much of which still exists, and a group of Pinus insignis which are now very large trees.

J. R. Annabell was a surveyor, who had for some years been engaged in survey work in the district before the first settlement. In the course of this work he had been over the

whole of the Waitotara River Valley, cutting up the land for settlement. The partnership did not last long and the land was divided. He built his house overlooking the Ngamatapouri flat

and carried on survey work, in conjunction with farming, for many years.

Further up the river on the same eastern side were the Smith brothers, Andrew, Johnston. and Walton, with their elderly parents. These brothers were very strong supporters of the

English Church and were largely responsible for the erection of the local church. In their spare time, over a period of five or six years, they built a large pipe organ for the church. Andrew acted as Lay Reader and Johnston was the organist, but after they left the district the organ fell into disrepair and was removed.

The first farm above Ngamatapouri on the roadside, Mate Mate was taken up by Ben Proude but soon sold to Arthur and Jerrot Van Asch. The one above this was owned by J. G. Haddow, who when schools were built at Taumatatahi and Marohema, became the first teacher, dividing his time between them and working his farm on Sundays and holidays.

Above this was an area divided into five small sections intended for workers homesteads, These were occupied by five married men—Gillespie. Stokes and Browne on the roadside and

Parkinson and Margetts on a higher level, half a mile above most distant farm in the Valley, Kapara, owned by William Van Asch who was the district's first representative on the Council.

At the time he sold out this was a highly productive farm showing little sign of its present complete reversion.

In the Makakaho Valley there were only two farms, both large. The nearer and larger owned by David Peat, who did not live there, and the other about six miles on and owned by A. L.

Pratt. Until the Makakaho Bridge was built and the road completed to their properties, these settlers worked under considerable disability. For years Mr. Pratt had to pack his wool to the Waitotara River bank, press it there and put the bales over on a cable, but Peat's manager, Mr. Kinkaid, was near enough to Cave's woolshed at Marohema to drive the flock there for shearing, crossing the river on a temporary bridge of canoe and timber.

The remainder of the valley was not settled until eight or ten years later.

When it is realized that many of the settlers throughout the district were family men with the usual large family of those days, the necessity for the education of this fast-growing population will be understood.
YESTERDAY — TODAY

An earlier article has shown us how, as the district was gradually settled, the need for educational facilities grew. We have progressed a lot over the last sixty years, always with our school as the focal point of the community.

Our road is now (supposedly) all weather and our produce and stock are all transported by truck instead of the wagons, pack horses and drives of yore. There are airstrips on many

farms and old boys John Larsen and brothers Jim and Bob Larsen use light aircraft for their communication with the 'outside.' Our farming methods are now dominated by tractors

and aeroplanes and our social life by motor cars or four-wheel drive vehicles in really bad conditions.

Despite this progress we are still isolated by today's standards. We have no hydro-electric power, our access is poor and our telephone system obsolete. The fact that most farm's are still owned by direct descendants of the original families shows that some of their pioneer spirit has been passed on to their sons and grandsons.

